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Scientific and technological culture:
A strategic factor for social integration in
a complex society

Today science and technology are key
factors in the debate over the future of our
societies: they determine strategies for
industry, alter the relationship of man and
waork, transform our rapport with knowledge
and culture, challenge everyday existence,
redefine the notion of law, and raise basic
ethical questions. The knowledge coming
out of these fields changes the way in
which we view our world and other human
beings. Consequently, it contributes as
much ta the change in the relationship we
have with the world as the rapport we
have with our fellow man.

Scientific and technological culture:
a strategic factor in economic competition

Maintaining the economic prosperity of a
society hinges on the number and quality
of the scientists and engineers, the training
of its industrial manpower and the guality
of information provided to the public. Swift
adaptation to scientific, technological and
industrial changes, which is the key to
improving a society’s competitive capacity,
- requires an understanding of the basic
principles of science and technology and
the never-ceasing acquisition of new skills.

The development of scientific and tech-
nological culture is dependent on the
diversity of publics as well as the topics
and objectives pursued

On the body of relays bringing science to
the public forum, the media, government.
policies, the activities of associations, the

_ interactions of networks, and also schools,

About the Symposium

WHEN

colleges and universities play a key role in
the dissemination of this culture and the
ensuing new world vision. However, this
culture and vision imply additional concerns,
as each must face the issues, problems
and consequences it brings to itself and to
society as a whole,

What type of scientific and technological
culturg is in store for the 21° century?

How can we acquire the means to control
our development? How can we enable indi-
viduals, social groups and institutions to
obtain pertinent scientific and technolo-
gical answers concerning the choices
which lay before us? And, to do so, how
can we rethink the problematic issue of
making scientific, technological and indus-
trial culture more democratic?

But there remain other questions: How can
we evaluate the cultural action of the media —
the museoclogy of science and technology;
television shows on scientific popularization;
scientific and technological information;
specialized magazines; and so on? How can
we reconcile the diversity of approaches?
... the diversity of actions? How can they
contribute to the explanation of social
concerns? What do they contribute to the
solving of problems? ... and to making them
known? In what way can they impart a sense
of responsibility to people?

These are complex questions which require
multi-faceted approaches, all the more so
since the actions undertaken reflect the
diversity of the models adopted, the plurality
of the missions pursued, as well as the
numerous expectations they intend to
address.




Symposium Themes

1. Realities of today's scientific and technological culture. How far have we come?
National reports on accomplishments.

 National policies;

* Development of networks and institutions;
* Government actions;

* Role of the school system.

2. Methods and practices of scientific and technological culture.

* Print media in perspective;

* Television, radio, multimedia: what part should science play;

* What roles are assigned to the museology of science and technology:
* Collective and community practices.

3. Practitioners of scientific and technological culture.

» Scientists’ roles and responsibilities;

* Communications professionals and scientists: is there a dialogue:

* Associations and corporations: new partners:

* Varied publics: privileged participants in scientific and technological culture.

4. Sharing of knowledge and democratic accountability.

* Active and responsible citizens;

* Making information accessible;

* Enhancement of science and technology;

* Knowledge and mastery of dissemination techniques.

5. Taking up the challenge of sustainable economic development.

* Scientific and technological culture as a factor in economic development;
» Career choices and manpower training;

* Democratic participation and scientific and technological choices;

* Links between the scientific community and the general public.

Call for papers

Authors are asked to submit original papers on the Symposium themes. Only complete texts will
be considered; a summary is insufficient. The papers will be evaluated by the scientific committee
on the basis of their overall quality, their pertinence and their originality with regard to the
Symposium themes. The committee would appreciate receiving notice of an author’s intent to
submit a paper by December 1%, but will not refuse a paper for which a notice was not previously
sent. The deadline for receiving complete texts is February 1, 1994.

Authars of accepted papers will have 25 minutes to speak. Three or four papers on related
themes will be grouped in the same workshop. Speeches will be followed by a question period
and discussion with the audience. All accepted papers will be published and distributed to
participants.

Papers should not exceed 5000 words (10-12 pages). Five (5) copies should be sent in addition to
a copy on a 3 2 inch hard disk (WordPerfect or Ms Word, PC or Macintosh) to the Symposium’s
secretariat.

Gall for proposed workshops
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The organizing committee would like to receive proposals for workshops on the Symposium
themes. Proposals will be evaluated by the Scientific Committee on the basis of their overall
quality, their pertinence and their originality with regard to Symposium themes. The committee
must have received the workshop proposals by December 14 at the latest. Any proposals
received after that date will not be considered.

Send all proposals to:

Bernard Schiele

Professor

Centre interuniversitaire de recherche sur la science et la technologie (CIRST)
Université du Québec & Montréal

C. P 8888, succursale A

Montréal (Québec)

Canada H3C 3P8

Tel: (514) 987-6975
Fax: (514) 987-3693

Call for participants

The Symposium will be enhanced by several scientific and technological exhibition activities
slated to take place in the foyer of Complexe Desjardins. Four spaces have been reserved.

Space 1 Day-to-day scientific information — follow science’s major events on the planet in real time.

Space 2 «Science, Action!» — Challenge 1994 finalists: discover the creativity and ingenuity of
the students taking part in this province-wide contest held by the federation of Québec
general and vocational colleges (CEGEPS).

Space 3 Entrepreneurship — find out more about the initiatives of firms which have an active
policy of promoting scientific and technological culture.

Space 4 Concerted action — a presentation of government programs and accomplishments of
various groups and organizations in the areas of scientific and technological culture.

Since the number of kiosks and time slots are limited, individuals, groups or firms wanting to
participate and learn more about the financial and material conditions are asked to contact at
their earliest convenience:

Mr. Patrick Beaudin

Director General

Société pour la promotion de la science et de la technologie (SPST)
454, Place Jacques-Cartier

5% étage

Mantréal (Québec)

Canada HZY 3B3

Tel: (514) 873-1544
Fax: (514) 873-4204
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Professor
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Sogang University
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Director
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Professor
Facultad de Farmacia y Bioguimica

Centro de Divulgacion Cientifica
Buenos Aires

Guadalupe Zamaron
Professor
Direccion General de
Intercambio Académico
Mexico
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