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Sharon Tshipa is a researcher, development practitioner, award winning multimedia (text, 

photography, radio, and videography) freelance journalist, and fiction writer based in 

Gaborone, Botswana. She holds an MSc in Sustainable Development from University College 

Dublin, a PGCert Reporting Climate Change from Uninettuno University, an MA in 

Development Practice, and a BA in Media Studies from the University of Botswana. 

As a scholar, her research interests are in development communication, climate change and 

health, artificial intelligence for development, and loss and damage. She has presented her work 

at both local and international academic research forums. Tshipa is an International Fund for 

Agricultural Development (IFAD) Research Fellow, following a travel grant from the Center 

for Sustainable Development at Columbia University, USA to undertake field work in the 

South Pacific Islands in 2019.  In 2016, as a Yenching Social Innovation Forum Delegate of 

Peking University, Tshipa was involved in a desk and field research that sought to find 

solutions to the educational problems resulting from China’s Hukou system. 

Other than being a member of the global Network for the Public Communication of Science 

and Technology (PCST Network), currently, Tshipa is a Saleemul Huq Memorial Scholarship 

Research Mentor at the Loss and Damage Research Observatory, and a Communication and 

Research Committee Member of the Climate Sensitive Infectious Disease (CSID) Network  

As a development practitioner, Tshipa is the co-founder and Chairperson of Botswana Society 

for Human Development (BSHD). An NGO founded in 2013 with the mission to create and 

support personal and sustainable development opportunities, and a vision to significantly 

advance Botswana’s efforts to realise the four dimensions of sustainable development. 

Her media career has seen her contribute for the BBC Future Planet, Thomson Reuters 

Foundation, Africa Is A Country, Greenpeace, Devex, Deutsche Welle Living Planet, SOPA 

Images, Botswana Guardian, Mmegi Newspaper, Watchdog Uganda and News Day 

Zimbabwe, Malnutrition Deeply, Global Sisters Report, Weekend Post and Global Post, among 

others.  

Among other opportunities, she is a 2022 Oxpeckers Investigative Environmental Journalism 

#PowerTracker Grantee and Training Fellow, and a 2022/23 Politics of Religion in Africa 

Journalism (PRAJ) Fellow. She is also an Africa 21 Media and Journalism Days in Africa 

(MJDA) 2020 Fellow, an AWDF African Women Writers Residency 2019 Alumni, a Berlin 

Energy Transition Dialogue (BETD) 2019 & 2020 Media Fellow, a Climate Tracker COP24 

Fellow, and a Wits Africa-China Reporting Project Grantee. She has two journalism awards. 

As far as fiction writing is concerned, she has stories published in Botswana, Lesotho, United 

Kingdom, Nigeria and India, among other countries. She is currently an Editorial Board 

Member for the Petlo Literary Trust Journal. Sharon Tshipa has three fiction writing awards. 

 

 


